UPDATE ON WISE SCHOOLS OUTREACH PROGRAM.
WISE schools outreach is aimed at sensitizing school children on ways of handling violence in the home, in the schools and in the community as a whole.

It is envisaged that the program will ultimately end the cycle of violence and sexual abuse for all children and women in our community.

Our mission is to sensitize students on their rights and responsibilities as children in the society empower abused children through counseling and developing long term safety plans for them. Sensitize teachers and school attendants on the use of appropriate means of control to ensure discipline on schools. To encourage children to break the silence, speak out and seek help when they are being abused.

Our goal is to set up outreach programs to engage school authorities to and school children on women and children issues in our communities and schools.

Design and implement programs to teach children techniques and skills to address violence and also to design and implement specialized counseling services in child abuse, counseling and advocacy.
WISE through its schools outreach program has reached out to a total number of fifteen (15) schools on the Buduburam Refugee settlement and seven (7) schools in the greater Accra region alone.

List of schools reached out on the Buduburam settlement:

1. Peter Burus School 

2. Buduburam D.A Jss

3. Methodist United

4. Refuge Baptist 

5. St. Gregory School

6. Assemblies Of God School

7. Buduburam Senior Sec. School

8. Buduburam Refugee Comm. School

9. Caroline Miller School

10. S.D.A Academy

11. Christian Preparatory School

12. Victory Christian Academy

13. Fundamental Baptist

14. A47 Academy

15. Children Rescue Mission

16. Faith Foundation School

Total Number of students reached out to from September, 2005 to date is 1,400
Out of these schools almost one thousand four hundred students have been sensitized and empowered on sexual and gender based violence in the Buduburam Refugee settlement and almost six hundred students have also been sensitized and empowered in the Greater Accra region.

List of schools reached out to in The Greater Accra Region:

1. Madina Emmanuel Presby School

2. Presbyterian Boys Sec. School

3. Elim Cluster Of Schools

4. Prince Of Peace Academy

5. Englebert School

6. Jack And Jill School

7. Mamobi Prisons JSS

As part of the schools outreach program Wise has also organized school programs during certain international celebrations like the “Sixteen Days of Activism against Gender Violence”, and “International Children’s Day”.

On these days we normally organize quizzes, debates, and outreach programs with some of the schools we have reached out to as a way of evaluating the impact of the outreaches and also confirm how well they understood the outreaches.

Last year, WISE organized a quiz with three schools in the Greater Accra region that is Elim cluster of schools and, Emmanuel Presbyterian School, and the Prince of peace Academy as part of the “sixteen days of activism against gender violence” to commemorate “International Children’s Day”

The previous year we also organized a debate with two schools on the Buduburam Refugee camp, they were, the St. Gregory catholic school, and the Buduburam senior secondary school as part of the “sixteen days of activism against gender violence” also to commemorate “International Children’s Day”

The schools outreach program is ongoing at the moment.

· Pictures of the quiz organized on Universal Children’s Day as part of “The Sixteen Days Of Activism Against Gender Violence” It was witnessed by about one hundred (100) students from the contesting schools, Prince of Peace Academy, Immanuel Presbyterian JSS and Elim Cluster of Schools, all beneficiaries of our Schools Outreach program.
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At the end of the contest, Prince of Peace came in first with twenty-eight (28) points, followed by Elim Cluster of Schools with twenty-two (22) points and Immanuel Presbyterian School with twenty-one (21) points.

Contestants were decorated with the WISE – ActionAid “16 Days” T-shirts and given individual prizes while teachers received prizes on behalf of participating schools. Prince of Peace School was given the opportunity to sing their school anthem for winning the contest.
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Prince of Peace Academy prepares to sing their school anthem.
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© Members of Immanuel Presby JSS applauding their colleagues during the competition
It was gratifying to note the positive impact of our schools outreach program which seeks to educate children on sexual and gender based violence, to reduce and eventually prevent its occurrence.
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© Contestants in a pose with some WISE staff @ the end of the competition
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© One of the contestants answering a question while the others wait their turn 








© 2nd place winners, Elim Cluster of Schools, displaying their certificate.








